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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 and 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described In — 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United 
States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed 
under the treaty defined in section 351 (a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national 
application published under section 122(b) only if the international application designating the United 
States was published under Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United 
States for the purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a); 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
Invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka 
et al. ("Tanaka"). Per claim 1, Tanaka discloses a memory card connector, comprising: 
an insulative housing 4 having a rear terminal-mounting section which mounts a plurality 
of terminals having contact portions for engaging appropriate contacts on a memory 
card; a metal shell (2,3) mounted on the housing and combining therewith to define an 
interior card-receiving cavity formed by a top plate and opposite side plates of the metal 
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shell, the cavity having a front insertion opening to permit insertion and withdrawal of 
the memory card into and out of the connector, with said terminal-mounting section of 
the housing being located at the rear of the cavity; and a card ejector 5 mechanism at 
least partially beneath the cavity adjacent one side thereof, whereby the opposite side 
plates of the metal shell define the opposite sides of the cavity. 

Per claim 2 said card ejector mechanism includes a card-engaging slider 
movable with the card and having a cam slot 15 in an outside face thereof, and one of 
the side plates of the metal shell includes a spring member 17 for biasing a cam 
follower pin into the cam slot. 

Per claim 3 said metal shell is stamped and formed of sheet metal material, and 
said spring member comprises a spring arm stamped out of the one side plate of the 
metal shell. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
Claims 4-8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. Claims 11-16 are allowable. Regarding claim 4, 
the prior art does not suggest the device as claimed, including the combination of all the 
claimed elements, the combination including that one of the side plates of the metal 
shell has a bottom inwardly turned flange with a spring member for biasing a cam 
follower pin into the cam slot. Regarding claim 6, the prior art does not suggest the 
device as claimed. Including the combination of all the claimed elements, the 
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combination including that the card ejector mechanism includes a slider having a 
locking arm that swings up and down into and out of engagement with a locking recess 
in the overlying memory card. Regarding claim 1 1 , the prior art does not suggest the 
device as claimed, including the combination of all the claimed elements, the 
combination including the slider having a locking arm that swings up and down into and 
out of engagement with a locking recess in the overlying member card; and said metal 
shell including a second spring member for engaging a portion of the slider to bias the 
locking arm into engagement with the recess in the overlying memory card. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ross Gushi whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2005. If attempts to reach the examiner by phone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paula A. Bradley, can be reached at 571-272-2800 extension 33. The 
phone number for the Group's facsimile is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




